Sibling visitation: how far should the pendulum swing?
This study describes development of early interaction between siblings. Subjects (N = 22) were the older siblings (30 to 52 months) of healthy new babies. Data were collected to describe initial contact, regressive behaviors, and extent and quality of sibling interaction at 3 weeks, 5 months, and 7 months. Patterns of visualization, touch, and communication were observed. There was no evidence of sibling regressive behavior. Behaviors were more positive than negative and older siblings were in proximity for initiation of interaction by the new baby at 5 and 7 months. Findings indicate positive sibling relationships may be the norm rather than the exception.